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International tourism to reach pre-pandemic levels in 2024

An estimated 1286 million international tourists
(overnight visitors) were recorded around the world
in 2023, an increase of 34% over 2022.

International tourism recovered 88% of pre-
pandemic levels, supported by strong pent-up
demand.

The Middle East led the recovery by regions in
relative terms, being the only region to overcome
pre-pandemic levels with arrivals 22% above 2019.

Europe reached 94% of pre-pandemic levels in
2023, while Africa recovered 96% and the Americas
90%.

Asia and the Pacific reached 65% of pre-pandemic
levels, with a gradual recovery since the start of
2023.

Four subregions: North Africa, Central America (both
+5%), Southern Mediterranean Europe and the
Caribbean (both +1%) exceeded pre-pandemic
levels in 2023.

Total export revenues from tourism (including
passenger transport) are estimated at USD 1.6
trillion in 2023, almost 95% of the USD 1.7 trillion
recorded in 2019.

Preliminary estimates of tourism direct gross
domestic product (TDGDP) point to USD 3.3 trillion
in 2023, or 3% of global GDP, the same level as in
2019, driven by both domestic and international
travel.

Following a strong rebound in 2023, international
tourism is expected to fully recover pre-pandemic

levels in 2024, with initial estimates pointing to 2%
growth above 2019 levels in international tourist
arrivals.

The positive outlook for the sector is reflected in the
latest UNWTO Tourism Confidence Index survey,
with 67% of tourism professionals indicating better
or much better prospects for 2024 compared to
2023.

The unleashing of remaining pent-up demand,
increased air connectivity, and a stronger recovery
of Asian markets and destinations are expected to
underpin a full recovery by the end of 2024.

e Economic and geopolitical challenges continue to

pose significant challenges to the sustained
recovery of international tourism and confidence
levels.
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UNWTO

World Tourism Organization

The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United
Nations specialized agency mandated with the promotion of
responsible, sustainable and universally accessible tourism.

UNWTQO’s membership includes 160 countries, 6 Associate
Members, two Permanent Observers, and over 500 Affiliate

Members representing the private sector, educational
institutions, tourism associations and local tourism
authorities.

Copyright © 2024 World Tourism Organization
C/ Poeta Joan Maragall 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain

UNWTO World Tourism Barometer
ISSN: 1728-9246

Published and printed by the World Tourism Organization,
Madrid, Spain - First printing: 2024 (version 18/01/24)
All rights reserved.

The designations employed and the presentation of material
in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinions
whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the World
Tourism Organization (UNWTO) concerning the legal status
of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

All UNWTO publications are protected by copyright.
Therefore and unless otherwise specified, no part of a
UNWTO publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, microfilm, scanning,
without prior permission in writing. UNWTO encourages
dissemination of its work and is pleased to consider
permissions, licensing, and translation requests related to
UNWTO publications. For permission to photocopy UNWTO
material, please refer to the UNWTO website at
www.unwto.org/publications.

The contents of this issue may be quoted, provided the
source is given accurately and clearly. Distribution or
reproduction in full is permitted for own or internal use only.
Please do not post electronic copies on publicly accessible
websites. UNWTO encourages you to include a link to
www.unwto.org/market-intelligence.

World Tourism Organization

C/ Poeta Joan Maragall 42, 28020 Madrid, Spain
Tel (34) 91 567 81 00 / Fax (34) 91 131 17 02
info@unwto.org - www.unwto.org

FoIIowuson:ﬁ@O@@Q

UNWTO

About the UNWTO World Tourism Barometer

The UNWTO World Tourism Barometer is a publication of the
World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) that monitors short-
term tourism trends on a regular basis to provide global
tourism stakeholders with up-to-date analysis on
international tourism.

The information is updated several times a year and includes
an analysis of the latest data on tourism destinations
(inbound tourism) and source markets (outbound tourism).
The Barometer also includes three times a year a Confidence
Index based on the UNWTO Panel of Tourism Experts
survey, which provides an evaluation of recent performance
and short-term prospects on international tourism.

The UNWTO Secretariat wishes to express its gratitude to
those who have contributed to the production of this UNWTO
World Tourism Barometer, in particular to institutions that
supplied data, and to the members of the UNWTO Panel of
Tourism Experts for their valuable feedback and analysis.

This report was prepared by the UNWTO Tourism Market
Intelligence and Competitiveness Department, under the
supervision of Sandra Carvéao, Director of the Department.
Authors include (in alphabetical order): Fernando Alonso,
Michel Julian and Javier Ruescas. Data was compiled from
the Tourism Market Intelligence Database and the Tourism
Statistics Database based on official country sources.

For more information including copies of previous issues,
please visit: www.e-unwto.org/loi/wtobarometereng.

We welcome your comments and suggestions at
barom@unwto.org.

Data collection for this issue was closed at the end of January
2024.

The next issue of the UNWTO World Tourism Barometer with
more comprehensive results is scheduled to be published in
May 2024.

Pages 1-6 of this document constitute the Excerpt of the
UNWTO World Tourism Barometer. The full document is
available free of charge for UNWTO Members and
subscribers from the UNWTO elibrary at www.e-unwto.org.
This release is available in English, while the Statistical
Annex is provided in English, French and Spanish.
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Inbound tourism

International tourism reached 88% of pre-pandemic levels in 2023

e An estimated 1286 million international tourists
(overnight visitors) were recorded around the world
in 2023, an increase of 34% over 2022, or 325 million
more.

e This puts international tourism at 88% of pre-
pandemic levels in 2023, following a sustained
recovery, especially during the first half of the year
supported by strong pent-up demand and increased
connectivity.

o July, September and October 2023 were particularly
strong months, with arrivals reaching 92% of 2019
levels.

¢ The Northern Hemisphere summer months of June,
July and August accounted for one third of total
arrivals recorded in 2023.

e Europe welcomed 700 million of the 1.3 billion
travellers recorded globally in 2023, or 54% of the
world total.

The Middle East, Europe and Africa performed
strongest in 2023

e The Middle East led the recovery by regions in
relative terms, being the only region to overcome pre
pandemic levels with arrivals 22% above 2019.
Several destinations enjoyed extraordinary results,
among which Qatar (+90%) and Saudi Arabia
(+56%).

e Europe, the world’s most visited destination region,
reached 94% of pre-pandemic levels in 2023,
supported by robust intra-regional demand and
travel from the United States. According to the US
National Travel and Tourism Office (NTTO), US
travel to Europe grew 29% through October
(compared to 2022) and represents 21% of total US
overseas travel.

e Europe enjoyed a strong summer season with June,
July and August accounting for 37% of the yearly
total. September and October were also busy
months, partly due to favourable weather conditions.

e Some of the strongest results in Europe were
reported by Albania which saw 49% more arrivals in
January-November 2023 than in the same months
of 2019. Andorra recorded 31% more in the same

|-

period, Iceland and Serbia both 15% and Portugal
11% more. Turkiye posted 7% growth through
November and Greece 4% through October. France
(-1% through October) virtually recovered its 2019
levels and Spain exceeded by 1% those levels
through November.

Africa recovered 96% of pre-pandemic visitors in
2023, with robust demand from European markets,
with Ethiopia (+30%), Tanzania (+20%) and
Morocco (+11%) all exceeding their 2019 numbers
through October or November 2023. According to
IATA, the region saw buoyant recovery in
international connectivity on intra-regional routes
and to Europe and the Middle East.

Arrivals in the Americas reached 90% of 2019
numbers in 2023, backed by solid intra-regional
demand. Strong travel from the United States
benefitted in particular Caribbean and Central
American destinations. El Salvador (+40%),
Colombia (+33%), the Dominican Republic and
Curagao (both +24%) were among the strongest
performers in the first ten or more months of 2023.

Asia and the Pacific reached 65% of pre-pandemic
levels, with a gradual recovery since the start of
2023 following the reopening of several markets and
destinations. However, performance among
subregions was mixed, with South Asia recovering
87% of pre-pandemic levels and North-East Asia
55%.

South Asia outperformed other Asian subregions
due to robust demand from European source
markets, which are closer.

Among the best performers in Asia Pacific were
Maldives (+10%) and Fiji (+3%) which recovered
2019 levels in the months through November 2023,
while New Caledonia (-4%) and Samoa (-6%) came
close.

Four subregions, North Africa, Central America (both
+5%), Southern Mediterranean Europe and the
Caribbean (both +1%) exceeded pre-pandemic
levels in 2023.

Northern Europe (-2%), and Western Europe (-3%)
came close to recovering their 2019 levels.
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International Tourist Arrivals by (Sub)region
Monthly/ quarterly data series

Share Change (%) Change (%)*

(millions) (%) vs. previous year? vs. 2019 2023 versus 20222 2023 versus 2019

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023* 2023* 20/19 21/20 22/21 23/22* 21/19 22/19 23/19* Ql Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

World 1462 407 458 960 1286 100 -72.2 125 1099 339 -68.7 -343 -121 856 373 220 193 -194 -13.0 -87 -95
Advanced economies? 776 221 240 532 708 551 -715 88 1213 333 -69.0 -31.5 -87 786 447 195 37 163 136 51 106
Emerging economies? 687 186 217 429 577 449 -730 170 972 347 684 -376 -159 840 33.0 213 229 -183 -96 -51 -50

By UNWTO regions:

Europe 7424 239.7 301.3 596.8 7004 545 -67.7 257 981 174 594 -196 -57 516 189 96 75 -91 55 45 -54
Northern Europe 821 238 219 675 808 63 -71.1 -7.8 2078 197 -733 -178 -16 783 165 30 06 -51 -06 00 -25
Western Europe 2051 835 876 1695 1993 155 -593 49 935 176 -573 -174 -29 555 205 93 71 87 -15 -06 -3.6

Central/Eastern Eur. 1509 441 529 942 1129 88 -708 201 780 199 -649 -376 -252 432 252 138 80 -27.0 -28.2 -27.2 -25.6
Southern/Medit. Eur. ~ 304.2 884 1389 2657 3074 239 -71.0 571 913 157 -544 -127 11 453 166 103 9.9 01 04 09 31
- of which EU-27 539.2 182.8 222.3 441.7 519.6 404 -66.1 216 986 176 -588 -181 -36 520 173 94 96 -79 -35 -28 -28

Asiaand the Pacific ~ 360.1 59.1 24.6 915 2334 182 -83.6 -58.4 2720 1551 -93.2 -74.6 -352 489.2 230.2 1415 81.7 -49.1 -38.6 -27.2 -25.5

North-East Asia 170.3 203 109 205 935 73 -881 -46.4 889 3563 -93.6 -88.0 -451 493.6 569.8 549.7 249.6 -65.0 -50.3 -33.3 -29.4
South-East Asia 1386 255 3.0 416 976 76 -816 -882 t 1345 -97.8 -70.0 -29.6 12287 88.1 422 -38.7 -28.6 -25.3 -25.6
Oceania 175 36 08 6.8 129 10 -79.2 -79.1 7902 912 -956 -61.3 -26.0 491.7 1128 628 31.1 -35.0 -25.1 -22.7 -22.0
South Asia 338 98 100 227 294 23 711 21 1270 297 -705 -33.0 -13.0 107.7 266 116 116 -212 -175 -42 -9.1
Americas 2193 696 818 1566 1983 154 -68.2 174 915 266 -627 -286 -96 627 239 194 132 -112 -125 -94 -55
North America 1466 465 57.2 1020 1269 99 -683 231 783 244 -61.0 -304 -135 546 23.0 193 124 -133 -16.1 -13.6 -10.7
Caribbean 261 103 145 229 265 21 -60.6 40.7 57.7 159 -445 -125 14 366 131 98 74 61 -03 81 55
Central America 109 31 47 93 115 09 -716 511 976 243 571 -153 53 431 19.0 237 148 -27 42 114 96
South America 36 98 54 225 334 26 -726 -451 3181 488 -849 -37.0 -62 1439 445 271 200 -109 -109 -63 3.6
Africa 69.1 187 197 475 664 52 -729 50 1415 398 -715 -31.3 -39 1082 454 201 92 49 -07 -49 -26
North Africa 256 56 66 191 268 21 -782 179 190.8 403 -744 -254 46 1800 619 202 32 91 123 -31 53
Subsaharan Africa 435 132 131 284 39.6 31 -698 -05 1168 395 -69.9 -347 -89 762 328 200 140 -128 -105 -6.8 -7.6
Middle East 713 194 302 678 871 6.8 -728 559 1245 285 -57.7 -49 221 66.0 443 190 04 320 250 144 215
Memorandum?

ASEAN 1385 254 30 416 975 7.6 -8l6 -832 1 1345 -97.8 -70.0 -29.6 12288 881 423 -38.7 -286 -25.3 -25.6
G20 1000 300 348 706 8926 694 -70.0 16.1 1027 264 -652 -294 -108 711 273 160 161 -17.0 -11.8 -81 -88
GCC 477 134 183 477 615 48 -719 363 1608 289 -61.7 00 289 689 455 178 -03 409 294 152 293
LDCs 36.7 104 78 183 296 23 -716 -25.2 1340 622 -788 -50.3 -19.4 1744 844 457 401 -30.0 -23.1 -19.7 -20.2
LLDCs 506 120 128 323 434 34 -763 6.8 1520 342 -747 -36.2 -143 1404 521 182 174 -16.4 -149 -156 -15.3
SIDS 437 104 132 286 406 32 -76.1 26,6 1167 419 -69.8 -345 -7.1 917 486 319 164 -135 -67 -29 -55
Source: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) (Data as collected by UNWTO, January 2024)

* Provisional data
1 Classification based on the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
2 Arrows (1) indicate percentage change above 1000. (See Methodological Notes)
3 ASEAN: Association of Southeast Asian Nations, G20: Group of Twenty, GCC: Gulf Cooperation Council,
LDCs: Least Developed Countries, LLDCs: Landlocked Developing Countries, SIDS: Small Island Developing States. (See Methodological Notes)
See box in page 'Annex-1' for explanation of abbreviations and symbols used.

For regularly updated data, please check the UNWTO Tourism Recovery Tracker: https://www.unwto.org/unwto-tourism-recovery-tracker
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Many destinations reported arrivals and receipts
well above pre-pandemic levels in 2023

International tourism receipts hit US$1.4 trillion in
2023 and tourism direct GDP US$ 3.3 trillion

Available data for the first 10 to 12 months of 2023
shows several destinations reporting double-digit
growth in international arrivals (compared to 2019),
including Qatar (+90%) where visitors almost
doubled, Saudi Arabia (+56%), Albania (+53%), El
Salvador (+40%), Colombia (+33%) and Andorra
(+31%).

The Dominican Republic (+24%) and Tanzania
(+20%) also enjoyed strong growth last year, as did
Guatemala, Iceland and Serbia, all three reporting
15% more arrivals than in the same period of 2019.

Among smaller destinations, Turks and Caicos saw
its arrivals more than double (+127%), while Ethiopia
reported 30% growth and Curacao 24%, compared
to 2019.

Available data through October, November or
December 2023 show a total of 40 world
destinations recovering pre-pandemic visitors,
including both large and smaller destinations, among
which several islands. These countries represent
23% of the world’s international arrivals (as of 2019).

Several destinations also reported strong growth in
international tourism receipts during the first ten or
eleven months of 2023, including Serbia (+79% over
2019), Pakistan (+77%), Turkiye (+59%), Romania
(+48%), Portugal (+38%), Mauritius (+36%) and
Morocco (+34%), among others.

Strong demand for outbound travel was reported by
several large source markets in the first ten to eleven
months, with many exceeding 2019 levels. Germany
and the United States spent 14% and 13% more
respectively on outbound travel than in 2019, while
Italy spent 15% more. France (+0%) recovered 2019
expenditure levels.

The sustained recovery is also reflected in the
performance of industry indicators. According to the
UNWTO Tourism Recovery Tracker, both
international air capacity and passenger demand
recovered 87% of pre-pandemic levels through
October 2023 (IATA). Global occupancy rates in
accommodation establishments reached 65% in
November, slightly above 62% in November 2022
(based on STR data).

.

International tourism receipts reached USD 1.4
trillion in 2023 according to preliminary estimates,
about 93% of the USD 1.5 trillion earned by
destinations in 2019.

Total export revenues from tourism (including
passenger transport) are estimated at USD 1.6
trillion in 2023, almost 95% of the USD 1.7 trillion
recorded in 2019.

Preliminary estimates on the economic contribution
of tourism, measured in tourism direct gross
domestic product (TDGDP) point to USD 3.3 trillion
in 2023, or 3% of global GDP. This indicates a
recovery of pre-pandemic TDGDP driven by strong
domestic and international tourism.

International tourism on the way to full recovery in
2024, amid challenges ahead

Following a strong rebound in 2023, international
tourism is expected to recover pre-pandemic
levels in 2024, with initial estimates pointing to 2%
growth above 2019 levels. This central forecast by
UNWTO remains subject to the pace of recovery in
Asia and to the evolution of existing economic and
geopolitical challenges.

The positive outlook for the sector is reflected in the
latest UNWTO Confidence Index survey, with 67%
of tourism professionals indicating better or much
better prospects for 2024 compared to 2023. Some
28% expect similar performance as in 2023, while
only 6% expect tourism performance in 2024 to be
worse than last year.

There is still significant room for recovery across
Asia. The recent reopening of several source
markets and destinations is expected to boost
recovery in the region and globally.

The recovery of Chinese outbound and inbound
tourism is expected to accelerate in 2024, due to
visa facilitation and improved air capacity. China is
granting visa-free travel to citizens from France,
Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Spain and
Malaysia for a year from December 2023 to 30
November 2024.



Volume 22 ¢ Issue 1 * January 2024

EXCERPT

According to data from Trip.com, inbound travel
bookings from different markets are experiencing an
increase for the Spring Festival (10-17 February
2024), compared to 2023. In terms of outbound
travel, Chinese travellers are seeking short-haul
destinations in the Asia Pacific region, especially in
countries such as Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia
where visa requirements are more flexible. Trip.com
indicates that bookings for outbound travel during
the 2024 Spring Festival (10-17 February) have
increased tenfold, in particular to South-East Asia,
Japan, and the Republic of Korea.

Visa and travel facilitation measures could also
promote travel to and within the Middle East and
Africa. The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries are set to implement a unified tourist visa,
similar to the Schengen visa in Europe, while Kenya
and Rwanda have introduced measures to facilitate
intra-African travel.

Europe is expected to drive results again in 2024.
Romania and Bulgaria will join the Schengen area of
free movement in March 2024, and Paris will host
the 2024 Summer Olympics in July and August.

Strong travel from the United States, backed by a
strong US dollar, will continue to benefit destinations
in the Americas and beyond. As in 2023, robust
source markets in Europe, the Americas and the
Middle East, will continue to fuel tourism flows and
spending around the world.

Economic and geopolitical headwinds continue to
pose significant challenges to the sustained
recovery of international tourism and confidence
levels. Persisting inflation, high interest rates,
volatile oil prices and disruptions to trade could
continue to impact transport and accommodations
costs in 2024.

Against this backdrop, tourists are expected to
increasingly seek value for money and travel
closer to home, in response to elevated prices and
the overall economic challenges.

Staff shortages remain a critical issue, as tourism
businesses face a shortfall in labor to cope with high
travel demand.

HUNWTO

e The evolution of the Hamas-Israel conflict is a factor

to consider regarding a possible disruption of travel
in the Middle East as well as negative effects on
traveller confidence globally. Israel saw an 80%
decline in international arrivals in December 2023
compared to December 2022 and 85% versus 2019.

Uncertainty derived from the Russian aggression
against Ukraine and other mounting geopolitical
tensions, continue to weigh on traveler confidence.

Sustainable practices and adaptability will play an
increasing role in destinations and consumer choice
in 2024.



Publications

World Tourism
Barometer

@ Compendium
UNWTO of Tourism Statistics
77 | Data 2017-2021

2023 Edition

International Tourism Yearbook of Tourism Compendium of Tourism

UNWTO World Tourism
Statistics (2017-2021) Statistics (2017-2021)

Barometer Highlights - 2023 Edition
The Impact of COVID-19
on Tourism (2020-2022)

EUROPEAN

TRAEE
uNWTO COMMISSION

Exploring Health Tourism

European Union
Tourism Trends

Guidelines for Success in Exploring Health Tourism The Economic Contribution European Union
the Chinese Outbound (2018) of Tourism and the Impact of Tourism Trends
COVID-19 (2021) (2018)

Tourism Market (2019)

Tourism in SIDS:
the chal ining
livelihoods i

UNWTO/GTERC
Asia Tourism Trends.

How are countries supporting Tourism in SIDS: Understanding domestic UNWTO/GTERC
tourism recovery? the challenge of sustaining tourism and seizing its Asia Tourism Trends,
Tourism and Covid-19 livelihoods in times of Covid-19 opportunities 2020 Edition
(2020) (2020) (2020)

www.unwto.org/publications

.UNWTO



